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seeing that it gives the lead to the other colonies in South Africa, it may
not be unreasonable to suppose that, to a certain extent, the condition
of Indians will improve in the other parts of South Africa also. But,
above all, we have a right to expect a change for the better from the new
Government at Home.   Mr. John Morley1 is the custodian of the interests
of the millions of the inhabitants of India.   There is every reason to think
that the Government will outlive the impending general election, and
will have a good working majority in the House of Commons. Mr. John
Morley has not hitherto worked half-heartedly in anything he has taken
up.    His sympathies for-the weaker party are well known. A moderate
appeal to him, therefore, on behalf of Indians in South Africa cannot
fail to obtain a good hearing.   No matter how sacred may be the inde-
pendence of self-governing colonies,  he is not without remedy against
oppression by the stronger over the weaker party.   There is, too, ground
for the hope that Lord Elgin2 will not give away the position of British
Indians.    But most important of all must always remain the efforts of
the  Indian community from within.    We have pointed to extraneous
circumstances to show that the position of British Indians in South Africa
is not entirely cheerless, but self-help alone can be the primary cause for
any amelioration in that position.   No Colonial Secretary, no Indian Secre-
tary, no High Commissioner, however sympathetically inclined or desir-
ous he may be to help, can do any substantial good, unless they have the
hearty co-operation of the Indians themselves.   They must show utility3
of purpose, co-operation and strenuousness in fighting their own battles.
Our Gujarati columns have shown that the people all over South Africa
are desirous of attaining to a larger measure of these attributes. We have
received ample encouragement for greater effort from what is at present
going on in Bengal.4 The Indians in that Presidency are, under circum-
stances the most adverse, exhibiting an unprecedented spirit of co-opera-
tion, self-sacrifice and patience.   Professor Gokhale and Lala Lajpat Rai
have shown, during their campaign in England, what even two earnest
workers can do for a cause. How can Indians in South Africa, then., do
otherwise than march boldly with the progressive current which is today
impelling the Indian nation onward to its goal?
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1  (1838-1923), Secretary of State for India, 1905-10
2  Secretary of State for the Colonies, 1905-08
3  The word should perhaps be *'unity".
4  The reference is to the movement against Partition.